JANUARY 14 BROWN BAG LUNCH 

TO DISCUSS GOING GREEN

BEMIDI, Minn. – Erika Bailey-Johnson will discuss the facts and myths about Going Green during a noon Brown Bag Lunch program January 14 at the Bemidji State University Center for Research and Innovation (CRI), located at 3801 Bemidji Avenue North.


Attendees are encouraged to bring a bag lunch for the one-hour session, which is open free to the public. 

While the concept is nearly a half-century old, the Green Movement has perked renewed interest over the past few years as people became more familiar with such terms as greenhouse gas, global warming, and endangered species.  Most recently, goods and services have been scrutinized for their sustainable green impact, which generally refers to nature friendly actions or products considered to affect the environment over time with minimal harm.


“Going Green is everywhere, and sustainability seems to be the new buzzword,” said Bailey-Johnson, who is the first sustainability coordinator at Bemidji State University.  “Much of what is required to become a more sustainable society is education about the issues, which will hopefully lead to changes in individual behaviors.”


During the session, Bailey-Johnson plans to clarify the definition of sustainability and discuss what makes individuals behave in a manner that benefits the natural world.  She will also outline what each person can do in addressing their habits, paying attention to waste, reconnecting with nature, and pursuing actions that will save money as well as those endeavors that will cost money.


“The government can’t mandate individuals to turn the lights off when they leave a room or purchase products with less packaging,” Bailey-Johnson admitted.  “This discussion will highlight some of the research behind environmental behaviors and what individuals can do to conserve resources.”


She also will confront the common complaint that Going Green is too expensive with a focus on activities that are free and might actually save money.  Other topics on the agenda are vehicle and renewable energy alternatives.


“Anyone can benefit from attending this session as we are all intimately connected to an economy that depends on unsustainable use of natural resources,” she explained.


Bailey-Johnson was named the sustainability coordinator at BSU in August of 2008 and is charged with developing a plan to utilize income from a $5-per-semester green fee implemented last fall following approval by the Bemidji State students the previous spring.  The funds are earmarked to promote sustainability on campus.

A graduate of the University of Minnesota-Morris, she taught overseas in Mexico and Kuwait for five years before enrolling in the environmental studies master’s program at Bemidji State.  Since being awarded that advanced degree in 2006, she has served as an adjunct instructor at the University coordinating several sections of a liberal education course on people and the environment.


She currently serves on the Bemidji Area Climate Coalition, where she works on community events to educate and motivate area residents to mitigate the impacts of global climate change.  She also is a member of the environmental advisory committee at Bemidji State and a board member of the Minnesota Association for Environmental Education.


The Brown Bag program is part of free training and informational presentations offered by the CRI each month.  A full schedule can be found at www.cri-bsu,org/BrownbagSeries.html.


Formed in 1997, the Center for Research and Innovation is an off-campus facility operated by Bemidji State University to assist businesses, organizations and individuals in gaining new knowledge, achieving applied experience, and improving successes.  


The CRI annually serves more than 2500 individuals and 400 businesses by providing corporate and custom training, delivering non-credit online learning, creating multimedia solutions, offering strategic organizational development, and coordinating regular informational programs in such areas as natural resources and work safety.


For more information, contact the Bemidji State University Center for Research and Innovation at (218) 755-4900; toll free, (888) 738-3224; email, cri@bemidjistate.edu; or at the Web site www.cri-bsu.org.

